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SUBJECT: GOI VIEW OF PAKISTAN DEVELOPMENTS 
REF: NEW DELHI 9583 

1 . IN DISCUSSION WITH POL COUNSELOR JULY 7, MEA JOINT SEC- 
RETARY S.V. PURUSHOTTAM, IN TEMPORARY CHARGE OF PAK/AFGHAN 
AFFAIRS, AGAIN STRESSED THE EXTREMELY CIRCUMSPECT PUBLIC 
APPROACH ON PAKISTAN DEVELOPMENTS THE GOI INTENDED TO FOLLOW. 

IT WOULD CONTINUE TO TAKE LINE THAT EVENTS ACROSS THE BORDER 
WERE PAKISTAN'S OWN AFFAIR, NOT APPROPRIATE FOR INDIAN 
COMMENT. 
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2. REFLECTING IN HIS PRIVATE COMMENTS THIS CIRCUMSPECT PUB- 
LIC APPROACH, PURUSHOTTAM DECLINED TO SPECULATE AT ANY LENGTH 
ON WHAT MIGHT HAPPEN IN PAKISTAN. CHOOSING HIS WORDS CARE- 
FULLY, HE SAID THE GOI HAD NO REASON AT THIS TIME TO DOUBT 
GENERAL ZIA'S SINCERITY WHEN HE PLEDGED ELECTIONS IN OCTOBER. 

HE AGREED THAT DEVELOPMENTS COULD OCCUR BETWEEN NOW AND THEN 
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TO CHANGE THIS TIMETABLE. HE EXPRESSED SOME QUESTION ABOUT 
LEGAL PROVISIONS UNDER WHICH MARTIAL LAW REGIME WAS IMPOSED 
AND CONSTITUTION SUSPENDED BUT NOT ABROGATED, AND WONDERED 
WHAT ACTIONS A BHUTTO RETURNED AT THE POLLS WOULD TAKE 
AGAINST THOSE WHO HAD ACTED IN WHAT COULD BE CONSTRUED AS AN 
ILLEGAL MANNER. BUT HE IN NO WAY QUESTIONED LEGITIMACY OF 
THE PRESENT GOP AND WAS CAREFUL NOT TO PREDICT HOW THE ELECTION 
IF HELD, WOULD COME OUT. 

3. WELCOMING THE ACTION, PURUSHOTTAM CONFIRMED THAT GOP 
FOREIGN SECRETARY AGHA SHAHI HAD CALLED IN INDIAN AMBASSADOR 
BAIPAI ON JULY 5 TO ASSURE HIM THAT NEW PAK AUTHORITIES WOULD 
CONTINUE TO ENDEAVOR TO DEVELOP RELATIONS WITH INDIA AND THAT 
THEY WOULD CONTINUE TO ABIDE BY THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF 
THE SIMLA AGREEMENT. HE DISCLOSED THAT PAK AMBASSADOR TO 
INDIA FIDA HASAN HAD ASKED TO SEE FOREIGN MINISTER VAJPAYEE 
AND HAD GIVEN HIM SIMILAR ASSURANCES ON JULY 7. 

4. DISCUSSING BASIC INDIAN INTERESTS IN PAKISTAN, PURUSHOTTAM 
REPEATEDLY SAID THAT GOI GAVE TOP PRIORITY TO STABILITY THERE. 

HE SAID THAT HOW PAKS ACHIEVED AND MAINTAINED THAT STABILITY 
WAS THEIR BUSINESS. AS A COUNTRY WHICH HAD JUST RESTORED ITS 
DEMOCRATIC SYSTEM, INDIA NATURALLY WOULD PREFER TO SEE A 
DEMOCRATIC SETUP ALSO ESTABLISHED IN PAKISTAN. BUT THAT WAS 
UP TO THE PAKS TO DECIDE, PURUSHOTTAM CONCLUDED. 
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5. EMBASSY IS PREPARING A SEPARATE MESSAGE, TO GO OUT 
SHORTLY, ASSESSING THE GOI REACTION TO PAKISTAN DEVELOPMENTS 
IN THE CONTEXT OF THE DESAI GOVERNMENT'S OVERALL APPROACH TO 
ITS RELATIONS TO ITS SOUTH ASIAN NEIGHBORS. 

GOHFF.N 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: GOVERNMENT OVERTHROW, GOVERNMENT REACTIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 08-Jul-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977NEWDE09695 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770244-0072 
Format: TEL 
From: NEW DELHI 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770777/aaaacphk.tel 

Line Count: 99 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: fbbl 8a6e-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 NEW DELHI 9583 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 24-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1921851 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: GOI VIEW OF PAKISTAN DEVELOPMENTS 
TAGS: PINS, PK, IN 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/fbb1 8a6e-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



